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Guide to making the most of an MSAC Hearing
A hearing is an opportunity for you to help MSAC understand your response to the main findings of the ESC Report. This guidance aims to facilitate effective hearings. 
· You should assume that MSAC members are familiar with the application and associated documents, including the assessment report, ESC report, and your pre-MSAC response. There is no need to reiterate content from these documents unless there are key items you think are critical for MSACs deliberations. 
· Hearings are for a maximum of 10 minutes. This time limit is strictly adhered to. 
· All hearings involve a question-and-answer session, but they may also include an optional presentation by the applicant. Optional presentations are for five minutes or less. 
· Given the duration of a hearing (including any optional presentation) is  
10-minutes, please minimise time spent on introductions. 
· The question-and-answer component of hearings is highly valuable to MSAC. If you choose not to make a presentation, the hearing will comprise solely of questions and answers/discussion. 
· A key focus for MSAC is the issues raised in the ESC report. As such, you might expect MSAC members to seek clarification or further information about matters raised in the ESC report or about your pre-MSAC response to the ESC report. 
· If you choose to make a short (maximum five minutes) presentation, focus on helping MSAC decision-making by enhancing your response to the issues raised in the ESC Report. Avoid using the presentation as a ‘marketing’ opportunity. 
· The presentation may provide further detail on evidence included in your application or related documents but must not introduce new evidence. If your presentation includes new evidence the MSAC secretariat will cancel the hearing.
· Make sure that those attending the hearing on your behalf:
· Are familiar with your application and the issues raised during the evaluation process. 
· Can respond to questions about the application, clinical practice, matters raised by PASC and ESC, and issues related to public funding of the service or technology. 
· Including your clinical expert(s) when discussing clinical issues can be helpful to MSAC. 
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